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CoVaBIZ is the premier 

business publication covering 

the Coastal Virginia business 

community. Through 

top-tier print and digital 

platforms, CoVaBIZ offers 

content that informs, 

connects, and enhances 

Coastal Virginia’s business 

community, profiling the 

people, companies, and 

organizations fueling its 

success. By aligning with our 

magazine, you can be the 

trusted resource they  

turn to for clarity and 

confidence.
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For the third year, CoVaBIZ is shining a spotlight on individuals 
whose efforts in their respective field of endeavor serve to 

elevate our region and add to its vitality. Our editorial staff 
selected 175 of Coastal Virginia’s most influential leaders to 

highlight on a list that is intentionally diverse, reflecting multiple 
spheres of economic and cultural activity.
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Peter Schmidt

President, CEO,  

Norfolk Botanical Gardens

Schmidt became president and CEO of Norfolk 

Botanical Gardens (NBG) in 2023. He previously 

served at NBG as chief financial officer and vice 

president of human resources. A certified public 

accountant, Schmidt has more than 20 years 

of experience in operations, strategic projects, 

finance and team development. His background 

includes serving as a senior leader with a 

multinational, publicly traded wine company. 

Schmidt plays a pivotal role in advancing NBG’s 

mission, elevating its impact and delivering the 

transformative Garden of Tomorrow expansion.

Andrea Warren

President, CEO,  

Virginia Symphony

Named to the position in 2022, Warren made 

history as the first Black woman to serve as CEO 

of a leading symphony orchestra in the United 

States and Canada, and is one of few African 

Americans to have ever served in an execu-

tive leadership role for an orchestra. An arts 

advocate, Warren previously served as executive 

director of the Governor’s School for the Arts 

and as an educator for 20 years in Virginia Beach 

City Public Schools. Warren earned her Masters 

in Educational Leadership and Administra-

tion from ODU, and a Ph.D. in Educational 

Policy and Leadership from Virginia Tech. 

A business 
has to be 
involving, it 
has to be fun, 
and it has 
to exercise 
your creative 
instincts.

—Richard 
Branson

Economic Development

Shawn Avery

President, CEO,  

Hampton Roads Workforce Council

Avery provides leadership for strategic and educa-

tional initiatives, community relations, business and 

industry development and oversight for the largest 

workforce development board in Virginia. Previously, 

he was vice president of the Peninsula Council for 

Workforce Development. He’s received myriad awards 

including the Expanding Workforce Opportunities 

Award and a Chancellor’s Award from the Virginia 

Community College System. He serves on several 

boards including the GO Virginia Regional Council. 

Jared Chalk

Chief Business Development  

Officer, Hampton Roads Alliance

Chalk joined Hampton Roads Alliance in 2022 as chief 

business development officer. He leads the organiza-

tion’s business development and investor relations 

efforts to attract and retain companies. He previously 

worked for the City of Norfolk for 17 years in a variety 

of roles, including serving as director of the Norfolk 

Development of Economic Development. He was 

instrumental in developing the Hilton Main Hotel, 

attracting ADP, Ikea, Simon Premium Outlets and the 

Headwaters Resort and Casino to Hampton Roads.

 
Charles Corprew, Ph.D.

Chief of Staff, Senior Venture Partner,  

757 Collab

Corprew joined 757 Collab in 2024 as its inaugural 

senior venture partner. He plays a pivotal role in 

guiding, advising and investing resources into 

high-growth ventures. Corprew began his career as 

a psychology teacher in public schools and assistant 

professor at Loyola University. He began his invest-

ing journey at Camelback Ventures where he was 

director of education and conscious tech fellowship. 

He received the Renaissance Man of the Year from 

the Black Men Rock Image Awards, and is the host 

of the popular “What’s Your Revolution?” podcast.
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Brian Donahue

Director of Economic Development,  

City of Portsmouth 

Donahue provides oversight for business recruitment, 

retention and workforce development for the City 

of Portsmouth. He also serves as secretary for the 

Portsmouth Economic Development Authority and 

Portsmouth Port & Industrial Commission. He has 

20 years of experience in the realms of economic 

development, community and real estate development 

across Virginia. He previously was the director of 

development for the Portsmouth Redevelopment and 

Housing Authority and served in planning and com-

munity development roles with the City of Suffolk. 

 
Patrick Duhaney

City Manager,  
City of Virginia Beach

Duhaney joined the City of Virginia Beach as 

city manager in July 2020. With more than 7,000 

employees, and a $3.5 billion operating and capital 

budget, Duhaney oversees and directs the opera-

tions of one of the commonwealth’s most popu-

lated cities. Duhaney served in the U.S. Army on 

active duty and in reserve capacity from 1999 

to 2015 under combat engineer and ordnance 

commands. Duhaney holds a Bachelor of Arts 

in Sociology and Urban Studies from Cleveland 

State University and a master’s in Community 

Planning from the University of Cincinnati.

Nancy L. Grden 

President, CEO,  

Hampton Roads Executive Roundtable

An executive, entrepreneur and collaborative change 

agent, Grden has extensive leadership and innovation 

experience across the corporate, start-up, higher 

education and public sectors. She oversaw the merger 

of Reinvent Hampton Roads and Hampton Roads 

Business Roundtable to form the Executive Round-

table. She led Old Dominion University’s Institute 

for Innovation & Entrepreneurship and was the 

inaugural executive director for the Hampton Roads 

Maritime Collaborative for Growth & Innovation.

Congratulations for being recognized  

as a few of the CoVaBIZ 150+  

Most Influential People in Coastal Virginia

Rudrax Patel
President

LEADERS IN  
HOSPITALITY  
& TOURISM
Founder, Manan Shah,  

has been recognized for his  

leadership in hotel and  

resort management.  

Putting hospitality first,  

Pashm Global owns  

and operates over  

1,000+ rooms in  

Hampton Roads.

Manan Shah
CEO

www.pashmglobal.com

CONGRATULATIONS
on being recognized as one of CoVaBIZ’s

MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN COASTAL VIRGINIA!

LawsonCompanies.com EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNIT YOPPORTUNIT Y

We’re grateful for Steve’s leadership 

at Lawson and the Lawson Family 

Foundation. Steve’s dedication to 

creating opportunities through 

affordable housing and community 

empowerment positively impacts 

people. We’re proud to celebrate 

his vision for a brighter future.STEVE LAWSON
Chairman, Lawson and

Lawson Family Foundation
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Kristi Olsen-Hayes
Director, York County Economic and Tourism Development

Olsen-Hayes is a York County native with a passion for her region that has fueled her career in economic development and tourism. Now the department director, she has worked for the County for 22 years in various capacities begin-ning as the first tourism coordinator. She man-aged the grand opening of Riverwalk Landing, attracting tall ships and increasing visitation. Olsen-Hayes is leading the effort to commemo-rate the approaching 250th anniversary of the United States by partnering with organizations to create events celebrating the milestone.

Janet H. Days
Director,  
Economic Development, Suffolk
Days, who retired last year as Commander, Naval Station Norfolk, the world’s largest naval station, was tapped to be Director, Economic Development for the City of Suf-folk, in February 2025. She was one of a few Black women to command the USS McFaul, a guided missile destroyer. She has earned two Legion of Merit Medals and the Defense Meritorious Service Medal. A alumna of ODU, Days is also a graduate of  the CIVIC Leadership Institute and has received numer-ous awards for community engagement.

Bob McKenna
President, CEO,  
Virginia Peninsula Chamber
McKenna has served in his current role since 2018. He is responsible for the daily management and operation of the business development organization, representing five municipalities on the Peninsula. He served for 27 years in the U.S. Navy as a surface warfare officer, retiring as a captain. He previously was senior policy analyst for NHV, LLC sup-porting BUMED Emergency Management and program manager of Native Hawaiian Veterans and ITA International in Yorktown. 

Paul Nolde
Managing Director, 757 Collab
Nolde was named managing director of 757 Collab in 2023, an organization that fuels startups and connects founders with incuba-tion, acceleration and capital infusion resources. He previously served as executive manag-ing director of Lighthouse Labs, a venture accelerator based in Richmond, and was fund manager and managing director of Riverflow Growth Fund, a seed-stage, healthcare-focused venture capital fund. He serves on numerous boards including the Activation Council, Innovate Hampton Roads and Hampton Roads’ Regional Organization Presidents’ Council.

Douglas L. Smith
President, CEO,  
Hampton Roads Alliance
Smith assumed his role at the Alliance in 2019, overseeing operations for the region’s economic development organization, representing 15 municipalities and 100 private sector inves-tors. He previously held key public sector roles such as city manager of Norfolk, deputy city manager in Virginia Beach and Portsmouth and served on Portsmouth City Council. He was president and CEO of Kaufman & Canoles Consulting and spent 12 years in banking at First Union Bank (now Wells Fargo).

Bryan K. Stephens
President, CEO,  
Hampton Roads Chamber
Since taking the helm in 2013, Stephens led the Chamber to U.S. Chamber of Commerce 5 Star Accreditation. His energetic leadership and hardworking staff has made the HR Chamber the region’s premier business organization. A retired, decorated U.S. Army officer, Stephens was awarded the Chamber Executive of the Year for Virginia by the Virginia Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives for three years. He previously served as president and CEO of Kalmar in San Antonio, Texas, a material handling equipment manufacturer. 

Kristi Sutphin
Director of Economic  Development,  Isle of Wight County

Sutphin has served in the Isle of Wight County Economic Development department for 16 years in various capacities and as director since 2024. She previously was manager of development research and information technology for the City of Portsmouth and executive secretary of the City of Suffolk Department of Economic Development. Her specialties include site development, business attraction, workforce development, incentivization, budgeting, research, marketing and public relations and event planning.

Education

Javaune Adams-Gaston, Ph.D.
President, Norfolk State University
Adams-Gaston is the seventh president of Norfolk State Uni-versity since 2019. Under her leadership NSU has achieved designation as the U.S. News and World Report 2020, 2021 and 2022 Top 20 Historically Black Colleges and Universities and has obtained a 10-year accreditation. NSU enrollment has increased to a six-year high and operating funds are the highest in history. Previously she served as senior vice president at Ohio State University and held administra-tive and faculty positions at the University of Maryland.

Derek Aday
Dean, School of Marine Science, William & Mary
Director, Virginia Institute of Marine Science
Aday began serving as director of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) and Dean of William & Mary’s School of Marine Science in 2021, Day provides the vision and leadership for VIMS to be a world-renowned center of excellence in marine science. He oversees more than 500 faculty, staff and students in three academic sections, four research centers and 10 support depart-ments. A respected researcher and scholar, he focuses his research broadly on aspects of aquatic ecology, con-servation biology, fishery science, and environmental toxicology. previously, Aday led the Applied Ecology department at North Carolina State University and was director of the Southeast Climate Adaptation Science Center. He is a fellow of the American Fisheries Society.

Javaune  Adams-Gaston, Ph.D. 
President

Aurelia T. Williamss, D.P.S.   Sr. Vice Provost for Academic 
and Faculty Affairs 

 
Through your outstanding leadership, Norfolk State University continues its 90-year mission of producing leaders who contribute to their communities and states, our nation and the world.  

 | Norfolk State University  

CongratulatesOur Leaders!
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CIRCULATION: 
8,000 copies per issue,  

plus online circulation of  

virtual magazine which  

have averaged 1,800 readers 

per issue for past 5 issues.



RATES
Full Page Congratulatory Ad	  with 1 Table (Including 10 Tickets) + cusomized plaque	  $4,860

1/2 Page Congratulatory Ad 	 with 6 Event Tickets + cusomized plaque	 $3,425

1/4 Page Congratulatory Ad 	 with 4 Event Tickets  + cusomized plaque	 $1,995

Additional COVABIZ 175 Plaques	 a perfect addition to your office or home	 $195

April 23, 2026  
at The Founders Inn & Spa  

from 6-9 p.m.

Theme: VA 250 Anniversary (                  )

About: Enjoy network opportunities with some of  

the area’s top business leaders and celebrate the individuals  

who were selected for the prestigious list of the  

Top 175 Influential Leaders of Coastal Virginia.

Enjoy a networking cocktail hour with an open bar  

and a buffet dinner and listen to  

our guest speaker.

These packages are a great way for your company  

to show appreciation for your leaders.

Plaques

Your customized  
plaque for your  
home or office.

Our event is a great opportunity to network and visit with your peers.

175
 MOST  INFLUENTIAL  PEOPLE   COASTALVIRGINIA

IN



FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  
mandy@vistamediainc.com

Published by VistaMedia 
1264 Perimeter Parkway, Virginia Beach, VA 23454  |  VistaMediaInc.com    |   757-422-8979

Pictures from last year’s event—speakers to be announced for this year

PLATINUM  
SPONSORSHIP 

$10,000
• Includes 1 Full Page Ad

• Recognition At The Event 

• Custom 175 plaque

• 2 Key Sponsor Tables 
With 20 Tickets

• Event Photo & Recognition  
In Event Recap June/July Issue

• Includes 1 Full Page Ad

• Recognition At The Event

• Custom 175 plaque

• 1 Key Sponsor Table 
With 10 Tickets

• Event Photo & Recognition  
In Event Recap June/July Issue

GOLD  
SPONSORSHIP 

$7,500

TICKET RATES
Event Table 	 10 tickets	  $2,000

Single Event Ticket	 1 ticket	 $200
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